
 

 

 

Abstract— Every building is a manifestation of the era in which 

it was constructed and has a history of its own. Established during the 

British Rule as a Survey School, the National Institute of Technology 

Patna is the 6th oldest technical institute in India. Its administrative 

building, designed by W.C. Wright in Indo-Saracenic revival 

architecture is over a century old, and is one of the finest and rare 

examples of the style in Patna. Hence, this historical monument is 

worthy of a detailed architectural study. The objective of this paper is 

to review the salient features of the architectural and structural 

elements of this building though a detailed study. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Y late Victorian era, the East India Company had greatly 

shifted its focus from trade, to improving the quality of 

life and education of the Natives. This paradigm shift was 

a result of Lord Macaulay‟s famous memorandum on Indian 

Education in the British Parliament in 1835 and subsequent 

expansion of the Indian Education system. According to Deb 

Roy (1986), the British found it necessary to carry out 

extensive surveys of various types over the territories which 

they acquired in India, particularly after the uprising of 1857, 

to have a complete geographical knowledge of the country for 

their revenue and administrative purposes. College of 

Engineering, Guindy was already established in 1794 as a 

School of Survey. The first autonomous engineering college 

established to supply a staff of engineers, started in 1847 in 

Roorkee known as the Thomason College of Civil 

Engineering.  

In the mid-nineteenth century three universities were 

established in India in the Presidency towns. The buildings of 

Calcutta University constructed in Neo-classical style, Bombay 

University, in pure Gothic, and Madras University mostly in 

the Indo-Saracenic revival style were some of the most 

admired structures of British public architecture.  

A less publicized and little known architectural 

extravaganza of the Indo-Saracenic revival style in Patna is the 

administrative building of the National Institute of Technology 

(NIT) Patna, the sixth oldest institute of technical education in 
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India (Table 1). 
TABLE I 

THE OLDEST ENGINEERING COLLEGES IN INDIA 

 
LSS O‟Malley (1923) records in the Bihar and Orissa 

District Gazetteer that the Institute "owes its origin to a fund 

raised by the residents of Bihar to commemorate the visit of 

Prince of Whales to Patna in 1876". It was established as a 

Survey School which was subsequently upgraded to Bihar 

College of Engineering Patna (Table 2). The college building 

was constructed during 1898-1902 with contributions from 

Nawab Lutf Ali Khan, a member of the renowned Guzri family 

of Patna city, and the Prince of Whales reception fund 

according to historians Kazimi and Kumar (2013) and is 

situated on the ground formerly occupied by Dutch factory at 

Afzalpur along the bank of the holy river Ganga. It was a 

constituent college of the Patna University till recent times. 

Since 2004 it is an autonomous Institute. 
TABLE II 

NIT PATNA: A BRIEF HISTORY 

 

The administrative building of the NIT Patna, is a rare 

Monument of the „Raj‟: The Administrative 

Building of National Institute of Technology 

Patna 
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example of the Indo-Saracenic revival style of architecture in 

Patna. 

II. THE INDO-SARACENIC REVIVAL STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

In order to understand and appreciate the emergence, 

adoption, propagation and culmination of this style of 

architecture it is necessary to understand the various phases of 

architecture in India. 

Indian architecture, upto the medieval times, mainly 

comprised of palaces in Rajputana style, and richly decorated 

temples constructed according to Vedic planning principles 

incorporating sculptures, ornate carvings, with either 

pyramidal, convex or concave towers and gateways. 

Constructed with grandeur were essentially columnar and 

trabeated. Saracenic architecture, as per information provided 

in Encyclopedia Britannica, derived from „Saracen‟, denoting 

nomadic tribes of Syrian borders of the Roman Empire and a 

generic term for Muslims widely used in Europe in the later 

medieval era, is an exotic style of architecture that evolved in 

Western Europe derived from Islamic and Moorish sources. 

According to the Gutenberg files on Indian Architecture, the 

Islamic architecture in India, also known as Indo-Saracenic 

style, which marked its beginning in the thirteenth century, 

introduced arches and domes as main features in their 

buildings. The Hindu architects employed by the rulers 

introduced elegant forms and superior ornaments, which gave 

rise to a style combining all the beauty and finish of the 

indigenous art with magnificence of conception of the Islamic 

designs. With the Mughal dynasty established in 1526, the 

combination of Hindu and Islamic features matured to a 

delicate elegance and refinement of detail, illustrated in the 

magnificent palaces erected in Shah Jahan‟s reign (1627-1658) 

at Agra and Delhi. The most splendid of the Mughal buildings 

is the Taj Mahal at Agra, built with extreme delicacy, richness 

of its material, and complexity of its magnificent design. 

According to Ching, Jarzombek and Prakash (2007), 

although Englishmen had been living in India since the 

seventeenth century but the only type of buildings they 

constructed initially were factories and houses, most of which 

did not conform to a British style, indicating that they had 

come with the sole intention to trade. The growth of the East 

India Company in the eighteenth century necessitated purpose-

made buildings designed to display British permanence and 

authority. In the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Neo-

Classical style was favoured to assert their dominance in India. 

As the British control over India strengthened after the 

uprisings of 1857, a fresh spur of construction of public 

building took place. Since the Gothic Revival was the style 

prevalent in the Victorian England at the time, it became the 

preferred style in India also. However, Ching, Jarzombek and 

Prakash (2007) conclude that by the late nineteenth century 

architects started discarding the Victorian Gothic architecture 

as it was considered inappropriate for India. 

It was soon realized that India had its own rich architectural 

history and began to introduce indigenous Hindu and Islamic 

features, which came to appeal to the aesthetic sensibilities of 

the British architects, in their designs. By the late nineteenth 

century, the Indo-Saracenic style, to which is attributed some 

of the exquisitely beautiful buildings in India, witnessed a 

revival. The Indo-Saracenic revival derived elements from the 

Indo-Islamic and Indian architecture, combined with the 

Gothic revival and Neo-Classical styles, and superimposed on 

European structural proportions and lay-outs common in 

Britain. The buildings constructed in this style were built in 

accordance with advanced British structural engineering 

standards of the nineteenth century, which included structures 

composed of iron, steel and poured concrete, while 

implementing the latest innovations in engineering supporting 

such elaborate construction. Some of the characteristic features 

of this style are onion (bulbous) domes, overhanging eaves, 

pointed arches, cusped arches, scalloped arches, vaulted roofs, 

domed kiosks, many miniature domes, domed chhatris, 

pinnacles, towers and minarets, open pavilions, and pierced 

arcades. 

Patna, strategically located at the point of confluence of five 

rivers (Ganga, Ghaghra, Gandak, Son and Punpun) on the 

southern bank of River Ganga, was an important trade centre 

since ancient times, lying on the route from northern India and 

Delhi to Calcutta, the port city close to the Bay of Bengal. It 

was home to Hindus, Muslims as well as European and 

therefore had buildings constructed in the typical styles of the 

respective inhabitants. 

III. AN ARCHITECTURAL ACCOUNT OF PATNA VIZ-A-VIZ THE 

INDO-SARACENIC REVIVAL STYLE 

Patna, ancient Pataliputra, and the present capital of the 

state of Bihar in eastern India is one of the oldest continuously 

inhabited cities in the world. Ahmad (1988) and O‟Malley 

(1923) record that Pataliputra was established by Ajatasatru, 

the king of Magadha in 590 B.C. and was the capital of the 

Mauryas (321-185 B.C.), the first and the greatest empire in 

ancient India, the Guptas (A.D. 319-550) and several other 

empires. The ruins of Mauryan 80-Pillared Hall excavated at 

Kumhrar in Patna, the ancient Palace site of Pataliputra, 

according to Firminger (1909), bear testimony to the “greatest 

city on earth in its hay days”. However, in the words of Yang 

(1998), Pataliputra's stars faded after almost a millennium of 

brilliance. The Pala Empire, which according to historian 

Sircar (1975-76) existed from 750-1199, was the last empire 

of middle kingdoms whose capital was Pataliputra. 

Ahmad (1988) states that after long years of obscurity, ruin, 

and desolation, the great Afghan Conqueror Sher Shah built a 

walled fortress at Patna in 1541with several gates, of which the 

eastern and the western ones are still marked. However, a 

mosque, built to commemorate his reign, still survives. The 

Mughal‟s annexed and made Bihar a province (subahs), 

according to Sarkar (1947), in 1580 with Patna its 

headquarters, when it emerged as an important political, 

commercial, and cultural center, and several buildings 

including public facilities, administrative centers, mausoleums, 

mosques, etc were built over here (Table 3). Firminger (1909) 

mentions that in 1719 the subah of Bihar was transferred to the 

Nawabs of Bengal. 

Firminger (1909) further mentions that, by 1620 the English 

East India Company had set up a factory to trade in calicoes 

and raw silk and later, saltpeter (an essential ingredient in the 
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manufacture of gunpowder), which was also of interest to 

French, Danes, Dutch and Portuguese. In 1765 Patna fell in the 

hands of the East India Company and European factories and 

godowns started mushrooming in Patna. Hibbert (2000) writes 

that in 1858 the British Crown assumed direct control of 

administration on dissolution of the East India Company and 

Queen Victoria was proclaimed the Queen Empress of India. 

Some of the most remarkable public buildings including 

several educational institutions were built in Patna reflecting a 

variety of architectural styles (Table 3) were constructed in 

Patna thereafter. In 1912, Patna was declared as the capital of 

Bihar and Orissa. As a result, „new Patna‟ was established 

along with a number of imposing structures such as the Vidhan 

Sabha, Secretariat, Raj Bhawan, High Court etc. 
TABLE III 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES OF HISTORICAL BUILDINGS IN PATNA 

 
However, one of the most noteworthy among these 

buildings is the administrative building of NIT Patna, 

constructed in the Indo-Saracenic revival style of architecture. 

 
Fig. 1 Front view of the administrative building of NIT Patna 

IV. THE ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING OF NIT PATNA: 

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 

Kazimi and Kumar (2013) describe the administrative 

building of NIT Patna as an impressive architectural edifice 

representing a distinctive architectural style, the Indo-

Saracenic Revival, of which it is a remarkable example. They 

also identify some Moorish embellishments, demonstrated 

prominently in its planning and design. Situated on the site 

formerly occupied by Dutch factory, the building also has 

some Dutch elements. It presently serves as the administrative 

building of the Institute. 

Ironically, the building was designed not by an architect but 

a civil engineer, an English officer named W.C. Wright, in 

1890. Razak Khan (2014) based on the information available 

in the National Archives of India 1890, informs that Wright 

worked as the executive engineer in the North Western 

Provinces‟ services, who sought retirement from British 

service in 1899 to take up the post of chief engineer in 

Rampur. Khan further informs on the basis of Annual 

Administrative Report of Rampur State of 1913 that Wright 

served in Rampur state‟s public works department till 1913 

when he died in Nainital. Khan (2014) states that the 

architecture he (Wright) developed monumentalized the 

aesthetic and political authority of his patron. The British 

Library describes Wright's architecture as 'Indo-Saracenic', as 

it synthesizes elements from Islamic, Hindu and the Victorian 

Gothic revival, which was a style used for many public 

buildings across India in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 centuries. 

The initial design of the administrative building of NIT 

Patna comprised of two floors as a rectangular building, 

however, its single storied backyard makes it appear like a 

quadrangular complex. The ground floor of the administrative 

building has several large rooms, which presently serve as 

examination halls, class rooms and faculty rooms. The first 

floor, which was constructed only on the front portion of the 

building, comprises of office spaces and administrative areas. 

The building has extreme symmetry and has an orderly and 

well balanced arrangement of parts.  

The building is approached by an avenue lined with Ashoka 

(Saraca indica) trees on both sides creating a beautiful vista. A 

fountain (later addition to the building) is placed in a small 

triangular water body at the centre of the facade of building. 

The facade is oriented to the road for reasons of aesthetic 

appeal. The elegant entrance is the most beautiful architectural 

feature of the building. It has an arcaded in-built portico with 

facial annex, comprising of three four-centred cusped pointed 

arches, which although has the same height as the rest of the 

building, appears to have more height (Fig. 1). The three 

arched in-built portico serves as a grand entrance to the 

administrative building of the institute and divides the facade 

into two equal halves. The windows, which are rectangular in 

shape and have louvered wooden shutters, are provided with 

pointed arches similar to those on the ground floor. However, 

the most striking and unique feature of this building is its red 

facade of exposed brick work with definitions in contrasting 

buff colour. The facade presents a picture of beauty, solidity 

and grandeur.  

Shallow niches, also in buff colour, are provided on the 
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exposed brick wall in the centre of the arcades. The 

overhanging eaves or chhajja, to provide shelter from a storm 

or the afternoon sun, are supported by artistically moulded 

triangular brackets with intermediate spaces provided with 

ornate mouldings. The symmetrical halves which have arched 

corridor in the lower storey and the flat lintels in the upper 

storey are an exclusive feature of this building of that era. The 

monotony of the flat lintels is broken by judicious placement 

of small domes above it, symmetrically. The four corners of 

the front portion of the building that is built in two floors are 

topped by Mughal type domes (a fashion adopted later on in 

the Patna Museum building as well), makes it an uncommon 

sample of its own not found elsewhere in Bihar. However, it is 

in the design of the triangular pediments and curvilinear gables 

where a deviation from the Indo-Saracenic revival is observed. 

Its Baroque-style curvilinear gables clearly reveal a Dutch 

influence on this building, which came up where a Dutch 

factory was previously located. 

The detailed analysis of various structural elements of this 

building is given in the next section. 

V. STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 

A. Foundation 

The foundation of the building is of shallow type 

throughout. Deep foundations were not prevalent at that time. 

Stepped wall footing 500 mm deep and 1000 mm width at the 

base was used throughout in order to support a 500 mm thick 

wall. The brickwork in foundation is done with locally made 

bricks set in lime mortar over lime concrete in English bond as 

against the Flemish bond, since English bond, which consists 

of alternating courses of headers and stretchers, is stronger 

than the Flemish bond. The strength of the building can be 

proved by the fact that it has remained intact without 

sustaining any damage even in the earthquake of magnitude 

8.4 on the Richter scale, which rocked Bihar and Nepal in 

1934 causing severe damage to life and property and the more 

recent Nepal earthquake of 7.9 magnitude on April 25, 2015, 

the epicenter of which was located approximately just 250 km 

from Patna. 

B. Columns 

The rounded columns made of wrought iron, representing 

the Moorish columns in the architecture of the Andolusian 

Spain are, according to Kazimi and Kumar (2013), very 

liberally incorporated in this building. They have a small 

ornate base and capital representing motifs which are typically 

Moorish. The motifs at the bottom and the top of the column 

bring about a transition of shape from a square base to the 

circular shaft and then again at the capital where the shape 

changes once again to square. These columns support the brick 

arches at the springing level. Pilasters are only provided at the 

ground floor at each end of the arcades. 

The ground floor veranda, as noted by Kazimi and Kumar 

(2013), has rounded iron pillars supporting the half-cut four-

centered arches alternated by brick-built four sided columns as 

a reinforced support, but the filleted pillars in the upper floor 

veranda have no such arrangements though the thin rounded 

columns (same as those on the ground floor) made of iron are 

there to support the slanting roof of the veranda. These 

columns have cubical wrought iron pedestals in the verandahs 

on the first floor. However, the columns supporting the domes 

on the flat roofs are provided with wrought iron bracket over 

the capitals that support the wrought iron lintels, on which the 

inclined roof rests. 

C. Superstructure 

The walls are 500mm thick made of locally available bricks 

set in English bond with lime-surkhi mortar as binding 

material. The exterior of the building has exposed brickwork 

not found in other buildings of the time. A customary practice 

for such brickwork was to coat the walls with a red wash, 

which worked as damp-proofing and covered the unevenness 

of surface and color of handmade bricks. The interior is 

finished with plaster of lime mortar. 

D. Flooring 

The flooring consists of 75 mm lime concrete over flat brick 

finished with 25 mm Indian patent stone on the ground floor. 

The first floor is finished in 25 mm Indian patent stone. 

E. Arches 

Two variations of the pointed arch have been provided in 

this building at different locations; the "four-centred pointed 

cusped arch" and the "trefoil arch".  

1. Pointed Cusped or four-centred arch: It is the most 

common type of arch used in the building. This type of 

arch is also known as a depressed arch, which is distinctly 

Moorish and has more shallow point than that of a Gothic 

arch that was more commonly used in the Indo-Saracenic 

style. Such an arch, as defined in several architectural 

handbooks and dictionaries, has characteristically low 

height and width much higher than its height, and pointed 

apex. The arch appears to have been flattened under 

pressure. Its structure is achieved by drafting two arcs 

which rise steeply from each springing point on a small 

radius and then turn into two arcs with a wide radius and 

much lower springing point. The pointed arches have 

superior strength of resistance to a super-incumbent mass 

and impart higher aesthetic appeal to the building. Cusp is 

the intersections of lobed or scalloped forms. According 

to Encyclopedia Britannica, cusped forms are commonly 

observed in early Islamic work, and were particularly 

common in the Moorish architecture of North Africa and 

Spain. Moulded outlining with projection is provided as 

definitions to the arches in buff colour.  

Kazimi and Kumar (2013) inform that the pointed 

arches used in this building are of Iranian mould and that 

it was Nawaz Lutf Ali Khan of Guzri, the main financer 

for the construction of the building and an Iranian by 

origin, whose preference for “the second Persian pointed 

arches (not to be taken as Gothic arches) of Mughal-

Safawi school” was given high weightage. The pointed 

arches have been used for the arcaded verandahs of the 

ground floor and for all the windows in the building. All 
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the arches provided in the interior are also cusped. 

2. Trefoil arch: The trefoil arch, constructed in the shape of a 

trefoil or three overlapping rings, is a variant of the 

cusped arch. The three lobes of a trefoil are separated by 

cusps. Trefoil arches, in the administrative building, are 

only provided on the first floor and limited to the eight 

corner points over which the domes are located. These 

arches, as noted by Kazimi and Kumar (2013) have full 

size “scallops and cusps” or trefoil pointed arches and are 

also brick built so as to bear the load of the four domes 

over the roof. In all, 16 trefoil arches are provided in the 

building. 

F. Roofing 

There are three types of roofs in the administrative building; 

flat roof, inclined roof and dome. 

1. Flat roof: The building, which has flat roof, is constructed 

by using a technique known as Madras Roof. According 

to the Indian Standard (IS) Code 2119 (1980) “Madras 

roof is a type of flat roof consisting of a coarse of terrace-

brickwork set in lime mortar and over it is a coarse of lime 

broken brick aggregate concrete, the terrace being 

supported on closely spaced joists. Brickwork is laid so as 

to be self-supporting by arch action between closely 

spaced joists, the bricks being laid on edge in diagonal 

rows spanning between the joists. The self-supporting 

action of the brickwork is further enhanced by the layer of 

lime concrete laid over it, which bonds itself to the 

brickwork”. The roof, in this case, is supported on 

wrought iron bars and I-Sections. Such type of roof is 

simple to construct, durable, is less expensive than other 

types of roofing systems, and involves very low repair 

charges. Since it results in cool interiors, it is well suited 

to warm-humid climates. The thickness of the roof is 

about 300 mm and the ceiling is provided with lime 

plaster for smooth finishing. The flat roof is supported by 

500 mm thick brickwork in English bond. There is no 

lintel provided in the building other than those supporting 

the lean to roofs. Low height parapets over the roof are 

provided with domical jardinières at intervals. 

2. Inclined roof: The verandahs of the first floor on the 

eastern, western and southern sides have gently sloping 

lean-to roofs, covered with Allahabad roofing tiles fixed 

on wrought iron bars and I-sections, supported on wrought 

iron flat lintel and circular columns. The exposed eaves, 

gutters and downpipes are also provided with red wash to 

conceal them. 

3. Domes: The eastern and western sides of the building are 

topped with four bulbous domes made of bricks set in lime 

mortar. There are eight such domes, four on each side of 

the double storied rectangular front portion of the building, 

arranged in a square with each located at the corner of the 

squares. Each dome is further surrounded by four miniature 

domes at corners in the Indo-Islamic style. The pinnacles 

of the domes are in the shape of inverted lotus, typical of 

the Indo-Saracenic style. However, the domed kiosks are 

elevated on solid base instead of the usual open pillared 

cupolas or chhatris, typical of the Indo-Saracenic 

architecture. The diameter of the main dome is 3 m and the 

diameter of the miniature domes surrounding them is 

approximately 0.5 m. Another peculiarity of the domes is 

that they are not structural members but solid and hence 

not visible from inside, suggesting that these domes were 

constructed basically for aesthetics and serve no other 

function. 

G. Transition Spaces 

1. Staircase: The administrative building has only one 

staircase which is a grand central bifurcated wooden 

staircase. It is elegant and attractive and is placed in the 

entrance lobby. The three metre wide staircase 

bifurcates into two at the mid-landing to reach the first 

storey.  

It creates a very dramatic and royal entry to this 

monumental building. The rhythmic and harmonious 

wrought iron balusters with wooden handrail are a 

unique combination of materials in contrast. The effect 

of the light and shade on the mid-landing of the 

staircase is both functional and aesthetic. The arched 

ventilators on the landing and the square windows on 

their top add to both the light and ventilation of the 

stairway. The statue of Mahatma Gandhi is placed at 

centre of the staircase. The solidity of the staircase is 

amazing as it is still in use at present.  

2. Corridors/Verandahs: The arcaded corridors and 

ventilation spaces have been provided to suit to local 

climatic conditions. The singly loaded corridor having 

classrooms on one side and wrought iron cast pillars on 

the other side has arches placed perpendicular to the 

wall, creating rhythmic effects and splendour in its 

interior. The plain wrought iron pillars on the ground 

floor as against filleted ones on first floor, which 

balance the arches, have ornamental capitals and 

continuous solid brick pedestals to support them. The 

wrought iron columns with cubical pedestals underneath 

support the lintel on wrought iron brackets on the first 

floor. The wrought iron balustrade with wooden 

handrails similar to that used in the staircase is provided 

all along the verandah.  

VI. DISCUSSION 

The administrative building of NIT Patna is an iconic 

structure, which has achieved perfection in its proportions, 

composition, materials and workmanship. The merit of the 

building lies in its brilliant design and sound construction 

aimed at beauty, simplicity and dignity. It is an excellent 

example of the Indo-Saracenic revival architecture 

demonstrating ingenious blend of different design elements in 

harmony with the style. Use of pointed arches, eaves with 

triangular bracket supports, domed kiosks, inverted lotus 

pinnacles, Baroque-style curvilinear gables, and triangular 

pediment, in a simple but elegant combination has resulted in 

one of the most enchanting facades that makes it an uncommon 

sample of its own not found elsewhere in Bihar. It is a 

masterpiece of its creator, W.C. Wright. Some of the features, 
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particularly the Mughal type domes used in this building were 

adopted later in the Patna Museum building as well. The 

beauty and grandeur of the building is complemented by its 

landscape design and natural setting. 

The design of the building is well suited to the climate. The 

two-storied front portion has north-south alignment of the 

building with most of the office chambers being placed on the 

north where windows admit indirect light throughout the year. 

Open verandahs provided on the east, west and south sides 

prevent direct sunlight to reach the main walls and avoid 

overheating in the intense summer heat. The extraordinary 

thickness of walls, prevalent at that time, results in slow heat 

gain in summer and causes thermal lag which results in cool 

internal spaces. Shaded clerestory windows provided above 

the inclined roof of the verandahs compensate for the 

subsequent loss of light. High ceilings (height 6.0 m) and 

Madras roof prevent result in comfortable interiors. Large size 

of openings, louvered doors and windows, open verandahs and 

alignment of building provide efficient air movement 

necessary during the oppressively warm and humid monsoon 

season. The building artistically showcases the use of locally 

available materials, evident in the exposed brickwork of the 

building.  

However, this magnificent building is little known even 

among the residents of the city because of its obscure location. 

Had it been placed directly on the Ashok Rajpath, the main 

thoroughfare connecting the old city to the new, it would have 

been one of the landmarks in the city. It is noteworthy to 

mention that the building, though located along the majestic 

river Ganga, was not designed to face the river. The 

orientation of the building is such that it turns its back to the 

River; construction of the three-storied civil engineering 

department in between the river and the building is not to be 

blamed. The only possible cause for this could be a trend 

commonly observed in several other buildings constructed 

along the river in this era, the establishment of railways, when 

the river as a means of transportation became less prevalent. 

This appears to be an opportunity lost both ways. On one 

hand, it would have added value to the already beautiful 

riverscape, and on the other hand, the beautiful view of the 

river and the natural landscape beyond would have been 

utilized effectively. 

Constructed later in the 1940s as annexe on the rear side of 

the building is the Civil Engineering department, having RCC 

channel roof, which is in striking contrast to the architectural 

style of the administrative building, as are several other 

buildings that came up in its 36.7 acre campus afterwards. 

Each subsequent building that came up had its own 

architectural style and design. There was no attempt 

whatsoever to maintain uniformity with the original building in 

their design or to adhere to atleast some of the characteristic 

features, which could have unified the appearance of the 

buildings constructed in the campus. Even the colour schemes 

of the buildings were strikingly different from one another. As 

part of a landscaping proposal, the authors of this article 

suggested a colour control on the buildings of NIT Patna, 

similar to that of the administrative building. Notably, all the 

buildings of the Institute, though different from one another in 

their design and style, at present, exhibit a unity in terms of 

their external colour scheme; red wash with buff coloured 

definitions. 

In the last few years, the internal spaces of the building 

underwent considerable renovation and modernisation. 

Construction of Aluminium and glass partitions, doors and 

windows, timber panelling of the internal surfaces, provision 

of false ceilings and vitrified flooring (replacing the Indian 

patent stone flooring), have resulted in the defeat of the merits 

of its original design and has necessitated the use of artificial 

lighting and air-conditioning. Despite the renovations, there is 

absolutely no change in the architectural character of the 

building. It is an architectural legacy with continued use and 

must be maintained as such. The building has survived without 

sustaining any damage, despite several major earthquakes, is 

testimony to the quality of its design and the soundness of 

construction. Fresh coats of paint and regular maintenance 

since the college has become an NIT have prolonged the life 

and vigour of the building.  

Continued growth of the institute has necessitated 

dismantling of the buildings that are obsolete and have 

outlived their useful life to give way for new ones. However, it 

must be ensured that this rare heritage structure, a marvellous 

and unique example of the Indo-Saracenic revival, is preserved 

as it is a monument in itself and is reminiscence of the era in 

which it was constructed. People associated with this institute 

attach much pride with the building among other things.  

VII. CONCLUSION 

The study of the administrative building of NIT Patna has 

unraveled several facts related to its design elements and 

structural aspects that were little known to the outside world. It 

has rightly been called a rare example of the Indo-Saracenic 

revival architecture. The beauty of elements, elegance of 

design, perfection of proportions, soundness of construction, 

and the design and orientation to suit to the climate of Patna 

makes this building truly exemplary. Regular maintenance and 

upkeep has prolonged the life and vigour of the building. One 

can only lament its lack of integration with river Ganga along 

which it is located.  

Dearth of space has threatened the existence of several 

obsolete buildings in the campus. It should be ensured that this 

rare heritage structure is preserved since it is reminiscence of 

the era in which it was constructed. It forms a distinctive and 

valuable part of the architectural history of this ancient city. 
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