
 

 

 

Abstract— Livability encompasses numerous factors that depend 

on locally prevailing economic, social and cultural circumstances and 

therefore becomes necessary to contextualize livability by enlarging 

focus beyond generic attributes. Livability now a day is pre-requisite 

for healthy   living coupled with economic and social survival 

therefore is very important for improving the quality of life [1]. 

The aim of this paper is to understand qualitative conceptions of 

livability in an Egyptian context through individuals' degree of 

satisfaction with the residential area they live in and its main 

indicators which should be present in the community, the analysis of 

the individual-related standards and indicators, and individual's 

conduct in the community. The objective is to identify livability 

attributes after thoroughly analyzing the recorded statements and 

observations made by inhabitants for their understanding of livability. 

The responses asked are for expressing the desires and expectations to 

making a residential area a livable habitat. 

 

Keywords—Egypt–Resident–Conceptions-livability-Qualitative 

and Responses 

I. INTRODUCTION 

IVABILITY became a popular topic in the 1980s as 

planners began studying shifts in development patterns 

from the decline of urban centers to rapidly growing 

suburban areas (Federal Highway Administration, 2014). A 

series of reports began to emerge that challenged traditional 

growth assumptions and highlighted regions that were 

―pioneering a wide range of innovative efforts to make 

communities more livable‖ (Clinton-Gore Administration, 

2000). The term also gained popularity through the increase in 

prevalence of annual surveys that rank the world‘s most livable 

cities, such as the Mercer Worldwide Quality of Living 

Survey
1
, and ―The World's Most Livable Cities‖ report

2
. These 

surveys use different criteria, but typically assess cities on 

factors such as political stability, safety, healthcare, education, 

public services, transportation, recreation, housing, and 

environmental quality.  
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II. DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING IN EGYPT 

Egyptians live on about 7.7% only of Egypt‘s total land 

area (state information service) Map (1). The rest is a mere 

desert. Those five percent are mainly the Nile Valley, where 

most agriculture, urbanism and the population of 92 million 

people (state information service) are concentrated. Another 

issue is the concentration of services in the main cities, such as 

Cairo, Alexandria and Giza, leading to the immigration of 

citizens from the countryside to these cities, which have a 

better quality of life and services, causing over-population and 

stress on resources. The greater Cairo metropolitan area is 

home to around 16 million people, according to a 2015 

estimate [state information service]. The new immigrants 

usually cannot afford living in the expensive neighborhoods of 

the city, preferring to create informal settlements, which are 

usually on agricultural land.  Houses in those areas are usually 

built at a minimum cost, neglecting most aesthetic, hygienic 

and environmental aspects. On the other hand, luxurious 

settlements and condominiums are built around main cities to 

be home to an also evolving high-income class. Those 

settlements usually have fancy villas, massive green areas, 

artificial lakes and, sometimes, golf courses. However, these 

compounds are rarely sustainable, as they consume a lot of 

water for the irrigation of turf in a very arid climate and form a 

burden on the country‘s electricity grid.[2] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Map 1: The map shows the expansion of the main built up areas of 

Greater Cairo according to three periods, pre- 1860, 1860-1950, and 

1950 to Now 
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III. CONTEMPORARY PLACES IN EGYPT 

Contemporary places in Egypt suffer increasingly from the 

tension between history and tradition, and the needs and 

challenges of being open and globalized. In this urban 

dilemma, many transformations of patterns have taken place 

due to the dynamics of social and economic forces that 

changing the face of cities and affecting the identity of place 

[3].  

 As newer zones attracted the local aristocracy, they began 

to desert the traditional districts. Thus, the growing number of 

the working-class, lower income residents and rural immigrants 

filled the places they vacated. Poor economic conditions of 

new occupiers, lack of commitment and discontinued 

maintenance of buildings then lead to a rapid dilapidation of 

the built environment fig (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.(1). Decline of traditional districts 

Source: <http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Slums.aspx>. 

IV. URBAN CONTEXT 

Investigating Cairo Urban Context lately, observing streets, 

vistas, and districts in different Cairo contexts and sites, 

walking through Cairo, observing specific attitudes and 

behaviors that demonstrate socio-cultural issues, such as 

privacy, safety, security, territoriality, and surveillance whether 

mentally or physically. Physical surveillance could be observed 

by gate, fence, barrier, edge or any physical tool, while mental 

surveillance elaborated mainly in the social ties in which Cairo 

is well known by these factors (social ties) whether Old Cairo 

or the Contemporary Cairo fig(2). 

 

 
 

Fig. 2 High capacity on lands leads to social ties between residents 

Source: <http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Slums.aspx> 

 

These social ties appear in women gatherings in the houses' 

courtyards and front yards, narrow streets that hold narrow 

proxemics - small distances - between the masses or the houses.  

Also appear in street festivals and ceremonies that held in our 

occasions; Feasts, Carnivals, Festivals and Folk Mawaleds. 

Fig.(3) Fig.(4)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.(3) Different types of street festivals and ceremonies. 

Source: the researcher 
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Fig.(4) Gatherings in vistas, seeking political demands 

Source: <http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Slums.aspx>. 

V.  DEFINING A LIVABLE CITY 

Definitions of livability include an array of different issues 

that are underpinned by a common set of guiding principles: 

accessibility, equity, and participation that give substance to 

the concepts of livability. The quality of life experienced by 

citizens living in a city is tied to their ability to access 

infrastructure (transportation, communication, water, and 

sanitation); food; clean air; affordable housing; meaningful 

employment; and green space and parks. The differential 

access of people within a city to the infrastructure and 

amenities highlights questions of equity. The livability of a city 

is also determined by the access that its residents have to 

participate in decision-making to meet their needs. For the 

purposes of this paper, livability will be defined as ‗quality of 

life‘ as experienced by the residents within a city [4]. 

VI. LIVABILITY AND A LIVABLE CITY 

Livability refers to an urban system that contributes to the 

physical, social and mental well being and personal 

development of all its inhabitants. It is about delightful and 

desirable urban spaces that offer and reflect cultural and sacred 

enrichment. Key principles that give substance to this theme 

are equity, dignity, accessibility, conviviality, participation and 

empowerment [5]. 

There are those social groups for whom a livable city is one 

where those elements have been preserved or renewed which 

have always been an integral part of people friendly places. 

These are, as Peter Smithson once beautifully said 

‗relationships between streets and buildings, and buildings 

amongst themselves, and trees, and seasons of the year, and 

ornamentation, and events and other people.[6] 

The livable city as a link between the past and the future: 

the livable city respects the Imprint of history (our roots) and 

respects those who are not born yet (our posterity). A livable 

city is a city that preserves the signs (the sites, the buildings, 

the layouts) of history… A livable city is also a city that fights 

against any waste of the natural resources and that we must 

leave intact for the humankind, that is, for our posterity. 

Therefore a livable city is also a ‗sustainable city‘: a city that 

satisfies the needs of the present inhabitants without reducing 

the capacity of the future generation to satisfy their needs. In 

the livable city both social and physical elements must 

collaborate for the well being and progress of the community, 

and of the individual persons as members of the community. 

A livable city is a city where common spaces are the 

centers of social life and the foci of the entire community. A 

livable city must be built up, or restored, as a continuous 

network – from the central areas to the more distant settlements 

– where pedestrian paths and bicycle-paths don‘t bind together, 

each has its own path in all the sites of social quality and of the 

community life [7]. 

These definitions and other uses of the term suggest that 

livability has a number of key dimensions. Importantly, most 

definitions align livability with local community wellbeing. 

Livability also appears to be primarily concerned with the 

physical attributes of a particular location. However, the 

literature indicates that livability is not just inherent in 

environmental characteristics. Rather, it is a function of the 

relationship between the environment and the social life it 

sustains [8]. This suggests that there is a social dimension to 

livability, concerning how people interact within local 

environments [9] The literature also highlights the subjective 

and relative nature of the term, with ideas of what makes a 

community livable varying between groups and individuals 

according to different and shifting perceptions, values and 

desires [10] Put simply, livability means different things to 

different people [11]. This subjective dimension may partly 

explain the lack of an agreed definition of livability in the 

literature Fig.(5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig.(5) Conceptual model of the determinants of neighborhood 

health and livability 

Source: Place, Health and Livability Research Program,2013 
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VII. PRINCIPLES OF A LIVABLE CITY 

The following principles are suggested as basic to the livable 

city [12] : 

* It is the opposite of the dead city, where people are 

segregated and isolated… 

* dialogue is important… 

* the public realm offers many activities, celebrations, festivals 

that bring all of its inhabitants together, events that bring 

opportunities for its citizens to be together, not in the 

specialized roles and functions that they usually occupy, but as 

full human beings… 

* a good city is not dominated by fear, not by a conception of 

fellow human beings as evil and subhuman… 

* a good city offers the public realm as a place of social 

learning and socialization that is indispensable for children and 

young people. All of the inhabitants of the community serve as 

models and teachers… 

* Cities must meet many functions – economic, social and 

cultural. In so doing, however, there has been a trend for the 

modern city to over-specialize in one or two functions; other 

functions are being sacrificed. 

* All inhabitants confirm and value each other. 

* Aesthetic considerations, beauty, and meaning of the physical 

environment must have high priority. The physical and social 

environments are two aspects of the same reality. Just as it was 

a mistake to think that city inhabitants can have a good civic 

and social life in an ugly, brutal and physically inhospitable 

city. 

* the wisdom and knowledge of all inhabitants are appreciated 

and used. People are not intimidated by experts, whether 

architects or planners, but show a sense of caution and distrust 

of those who make decisions about their lives. 

VIII.   NEED TO EXPLORE CONCEPTIONS OF LIVABILITY 

Livability has become a global necessity for health, 

economic and social survival in agglomerations everywhere 

[13] . cities around the world are re-examining their urban 

assets and remaking themselves to enhance 

competitiveness[14]. Livability and vibrancy of the built 

environment are discussed increasingly on a global scale. 

Greater attention is given to quality of life [15]. In the Egyptian 

context, owning a flat for lower and middle income group 

households is a big target in their life, yet they expect more 

satisfied conditions  in the residential units, hence the 

residential areas, which reflect their lifestyle that they had 

aspired. Their degree of satisfaction is strongly linked to the 

feeling of security, safety, territoriality, and aesthetic values of 

the home district, describing the details that contribute 

reaching the beautiful cities. Inspite of the Government‘s 

several criteria to improve urban environmental residential 

areas including green areas, major roads, proximics, and  

interiors, yet limitation of violations but at times they fall in 

shortage with measurements that are critical in determining the 

desired livability. 

 

IX. RESEARCH APPROACH 

A city representing various facets relating to culture, 

religion, etc. of Egyptian society was selected to carry out the 

research work. Based on above considerations Cairo, the 

capital city of Egypt was selected for the study. Cairo is well 

connected to other cities through rail, road and air and has 

been attracting peoples from all parts of Egypt . The study was 

carried out in the city of Cairo to understand how people 

perceive livability of residential areas.   So it was important   to 

discuss and ask various issues with the whole family members 

and keen to get opinion of women and children. Interviews and 

discussions were recorded through voice recorder and later 

transcribed. Care was taken to ensure that, as far as possible, 

the sense of participants‘ comments was not altered. Two 

researchers were involved in the analysis and interpretation of 

the data in order to maximize the validity and reliability of the 

results. An iterative process of data interpretation was 

undertaken to discern the common factors and important 

aspects, arising from inhabitant‘s perceptions of livability. The 

results that emerged from the responses given by participants 

are likely to be indicative of the attributes which are most 

important to people in judging livability in an Egyptian 

context. 

X.  ANALYSIS OF RESIDENTS'   RESPONSES 

The researchers collected the responses from different areas, 

which were developed during different time period across the 

city of Cairo. It is based on that residential areas developed 

during different time period had acquired different problems 

and strengths during the process of their developments. The 

researchers asked and interviewed with four hundred residents 

in these residential areas.  

 Participants were interviewed individually to have a 

firsthand understanding of phenomenon and to ensure data 

integrity. Interviewer was as non-intrusive as possible to allow 

participants the freedom to present their own meanings of 

livability. Participants‘ responses were analyzed in terms of 

their perceptions of satisfaction of the existing livability 

indicators in Cairo, yet their understanding of local livability 

concerns, and their suggestions for how livability problems 

should be addressed to identify categories which presented the 

overall perceptions of the participants about important 

elements of livability, Table (1). 
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TABLE I 

SATISFACTION OF THE EXISTING INDICATORS IN CAIRO AND IMPORTANT INDICATORS OF LIVABILITY ACCORDING TO PERSPECTIVE OF EGYPTIAN 

 

 

Satisfaction of the Existing 

indicators in Cairo  

 

Important indicators of livability 

good moderate poor 

S
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al

 D
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o

p
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Space for cultural 

activities and 

communication 

   Many socio-cultural issues should be achieved in any built 

environment on different scales; architectural, planning, and 

urban scale. These issues such as Privacy; Status; 

Territorialities; Safety; Security… etc. People feel Territoriality 

and ownership in their zones only when they feel safe, 

defensed, and secured, yet also when they have their own 

Identity, and Character in their residential area, all these 

cultural factors enhanced by the social ties between inhabitants 

in a well barricading strategic node, presented in some sort of 

vista or park, or in the cul-de-sac that designed and planned in 

the residential compounds, yet the fence or gate around the 

neighborhood also stresses the social ties between inhabitants 

Democratic public 

spaces for all  

   

A
es

th
et

ic
 q

u
al

it
y

 

 

Ensure that a code 

of aesthetics and 

esthetics 

standards  

   Aesthetically, the whole form of the compound or the 

neighborhood can enhance livability on several levels; site 

organization, massing, and façade features, in which site 

organization includes Size and heights of masses, and their 

composite fittingness. Massing includes shape, volume and 

scale, while façade features include color, texture, materials, 

style, openings, and overall details that are in facades. 

Availability of matching and fittingness in the whole urban 

built environment leads to contextual compatibility which leads 

to livability. 

Fine views and 

good details 

   

Create a sense of 

place   

   

Interesting 

facades  

   

Q
u

al
it

y
 o

f 
in

fr
as

tr
u

ct
u

re
 

 

Quality and 

availability of 

services 

Maintenance 

,   The participants expect that in a planned residential area, utility 

services like electricity, drainage and water supply should be as 

per laid down standards. The quality and availability of well 

organized physical infrastructure takes care of 40 % of the 

livability concerns, such as:  adequate and quality water supply, 

24 hours supply of electricity. In particular, lately after the 

Egyptian Revolution; some problems had appeared such as 

electricity blackout and power cut long hours in summer, 

neglect in quality water supply, the residents thought of a new 

approach related to roads and streets, to residential areas are to 

be wide enough to sustain the existing as well as future traffic 

volume, hierarchy in road width should be followed to satisfy 

the traffic volume generated within the residential areas. 

of services    

S
af

et
y

 a
n

d
 S

ec
u

ri
ty

 

  

Feel safe at home     The participants perceived safety and security as an important 

factor for livability, in their opinion Safety and Security should 

be viewed as a primary requirement for living. Especially After 

the Egyptian revolution there has been a lack of security, which 

resulted in the lack of a sense of security and safety, they feel 

unsafe, the general mood of the population and their daily 

performance show these attitudes. Participants prefer to live in 

streets with Like minded people indicating the strength of 

community living, as it provides psychologically a sense of 

well being and security. Respondents were apprehensive about 

encroachment of informal commercial activities and 

construction activities happening in vicinity. General 

perception of respondents was that these activities invite 

nuisance and they don‘t feel secure. Participants showed their 

concern for walking comfortably and fearlessly on streets of a 

residential area. 

Crime rate     

Social acceptance 

of residential area 

   

Feel safe in street    

Q
u

al
it

y
 

o
f 

L
o

ca
l 

P
u

b
li

c 

A
m

en
it

ie

s 

location attributes    All participants perceived livability as a function of various 

daily conveniences. This is evident in their responses that they 

not only desire the requisite amenities at walking distance of 

maximum 15 minutes but also the quality of amenities and their 

connectivity to 

city level 

amenities 
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easy accessibility 

to public 

amenities 

   maintenance too matters in making a place livable. Residents 

perceived community gathering spaces as one of the factor 

influencing livability of residential area. This is evidenced by 

statements relating to the need of gathering spaces for social 

welfare. Many respondents perceived walkways as an integral 

part of residential areas which in their view needs to be planned 

along with driveways and complemented with suitable street 

furniture to encourage interaction among walkers. 

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
en

t 
an

d
 V

is
u

al
 C

h
ar

ac
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Clean 

environment 

   Participants unanimously feel that overall quality of 

environment with emphasis on overall cleanliness and wide 

open spaces makes a residential area livable. A pollution free 

environment with proper arrangements for maintaining general 

cleanliness of area is a priority for the residents. Scenic 

ambience and the quality of housing are important for residents 

to enhance the quality of life. In view of participants area must 

reflect the lifestyle that they have been aspiring for in their life. 

Respondents, for a desirable livability showed their concern for 

housing density. In their view housing density should be 

optimum. Some of the participants stressed upon the degree of 

peace and tranquility offered by a place that makes it livable. 

Many participants highlighted the importance of sense of style 

and identity, a residential area is associated with. The place 

where they would like to live must offer them the desired 

lifestyle. 

Ambience and 

visual character  

   

Housing density     

Non existence of 

noise 
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Mixed use     The participants commented on how the land use in housing 

development projects affects the livability. The booming non 

compatible commercial activities in residential areas are a sort 

of nuisance. They suggested to segregate commercial and 

residential land use in a planned way so that the nuisance of 

commercial activities are kept away from calm and quiet 

environment of residential use. 

In particular, after several violations in the previous period, 

which resulted in the conversion of some apartments on the 

ground floor to stores. 

Mixed housing 

arrange of types, 

sizes and prices 

   

Different services    

Easy accessibility 

to residential 

areas 

   

XI. CONCLUSION 

The surveys‘ results were descriptively and thoroughly 

analyzed and spatially represented. Based on the results, there 

is no concentration neither in new or old neighborhoods in 

terms of accessibility. New neighborhoods on the city edge 

have green spaces, security and safety issues are determined 

obviously in the fences and gates, as well as security men, and 

higher values of environmental quality, these are great 

advantages indeed. While old neighborhoods lack these 

advantages, no sense of security or safety specially after the 

Egyptian revolution; people yearning to these issues had 

exceeds lately, their ambitions as residents exceeds just issues 

related to infra-structure, water supply and electricity, to more 

determined issues related to social, and cultural needs. 

The final summary concludes the livability in seven major 

categories; which characterize residents‘ understanding of 

livability of residential area and their expectations in the 

Egyptian context. Out of these seven categories one is 

concerned with the SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, related to 

connectivity to city level amenities which would facilitate 

connectivity, social and cultural issues. Other six categories are 

related to planning; AESTHIC QUALITY, related to aesthetic 

standards, fine views, parks with fine details, site organization, 

mass and pleasing façade features. 

Moreover quantitatively parks, water supply lines etc. are 

generally available but in most of the cases parks are not  

 

maintained, they are the places of stray animals, also 

sometimes used as domestic garbage sites, yet Sewers are 

found choked and normally overflow with bad smells, Water 

supply lines are always short of water as well. HOUSING, 

LAND USE PATTERN, physical infrastructure and public 

amenities encompassing: quality and availability of utility 

services and the related infrastructure; local level public 

amenities, types, sizes, prices, and different services.  

As well as QUALITY OF INFRA STRUCTURE, yet 

availability of maintenance is one of their major needs to feel 

livability. 

Most importantly, participants feel satisfied with their socio-

psychological needs in SAFETY AND SECURITY of their 

lives, yet they need to feel sense of community and social 

feelings, meeting their social needs, as an important 

determinant of livability, some of these categories are seen to 

be intricately inter- related except for ―the connectivity‖ as it is 

more concerned with the location of a residential area with 

respect to ease of accessing major public amenities and 

services required for living, though not necessarily on a daily 

basis but occasionally. Livability in Egyptian context can be 

summarized also in the ENVIRONMENTAL AND VISUAL 

CHARACTER aspects of services and amenities rather than 

quantitative i.e. the identity and character of the place, that 

most probably should signifies the residents‘ economic and 

social level. Moreover QUALITY OF LOCAL PUBLIC 
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AMENTIES, that also relate to the local attrirbutes, 

connectivity to city level amenties that should enhance the 

social and cultural needs to the residents. Hence livability in 

Egyptian context should refer to a good quality and well 

maintained infrastructure and public amenities, a clean and 

pollution free environment which would also instill a sense of 

identity, safety and community living amongst residents. 
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